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Research Grant Program

• Grants awarded each January to international recipients

• Topics include pathophysiology, molecular mechanisms, 
cell and animal disease models, diagnostics, clinical and 
translational research, studies identifying treatment 
targets or biomarkers, genetics, bioinformatics, or other 
areas related to human prion diseases

• Recipients present at CJDF Annual Family Conference  
18 months after receiving award

• Grants can be 1 Year (up to $50K) or 2 year (up to 
$100K) and fellowships are now available



2024 Research Grants

• Awarded 7 grants and 2 fellowships in 2025 for a 
total of total 95 grants

• 2024 awardees presented reports in July 2025

• 2025 awardees will present reports in July 2026

• Funding for 2025/26 grants looks strong, thanks 
to Family Memorial Grants, donations to the CJD 
Foundation, and Strides for CJD events
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Funds Awarded
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Sources of Research Grant 

Funding

• Donations to the CJD Foundation
 
• Strides for CJD fundraising

• Memorial Grants
 
• Grant Builders / families who host 

fundraisers



Research Grant Cycle

• Call for Applications from researchers: May 2025

• Applications reviewed by Scientific Advisory 
Committee: Summer/Fall 2025

• Donor signs grant agreement/raises funds: by 
September 2025

• CJDF awards grants to researchers:  January 2026

• Researcher presents update at CJD Foundation 
Conference: July 2027



Awarded 7 Research Grants and    

2 Fellowships in 2025



Thank You to All Who Support 

the Grants Program

• Donors to CJD Foundation and Strides for CJD

• Family Memorial Grant Funders 

• Researchers

• Scientific Advisory Committee



Joel Watts, PhD
Associate Professor

Canada Research Chair in Protein Misfolding Disorders

Tanz Centre for Research in Neurodegenerative Diseases

Department of Biochemistry, University of Toronto

CJD Foundation Family Conference
July 13th, 2025

Selected Highlights of Previously-Awarded 

CJD Foundation Research Grants



Propagation of CJD Prions in Cultured Cells 

Expressing Bank Vole PrP

• Grant recipient: Dr. Joel Watts

• Year: 2012



Propagation of CJD Prions in Cultured Cells 

Expressing Bank Vole PrP

Arshad et al., J Neurochemistry, 2023

Arshad et al., PLoS Pathogens, 2024



Antisense Oligonucleotides to delay or prevent 

onset of prion disease in mice

• Grant recipient: Dr. Byron Caughey

• Year: 2016



Antisense Oligonucleotides to delay or prevent 

onset of prion disease in mice



Assessing efficacy of zinc-finger repressors of 

prion protein as a therapeutic for prion disease

• Grant recipient: Dr. Sonia Vallabh

• Year: 2020



Assessing efficacy of zinc-finger repressors of 

prion protein as a therapeutic for prion disease

Chou et al., bioRxiv, 2025 (pre-print)



Take Home Messages

• Research funded through the CJD Foundation Research Grant 
program has led to advances in our understanding of human prion 
diseases and has revealed new treatment strategies

• Scientific ideas are always evolving 
– Research progress can require patience and persistence

• Continued funding of fundamental and applied prion research is 
imperative!
– During periods of funding uncertainty, the availability of CJD Foundation 

Research Grants is especially important

The prion research community is extremely grateful to the CJD Foundation as 

well as friends and family of those affected by CJD for their philanthropic and 

fundraising efforts that enable these research grants
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